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Homes dot the horizon in southwestern Waukesha on Moenday. Local officials said Waukesha County is segregated by econormies, which contradicis a
recent siudy indicating that communities in Wisconsin are segregated by social comiort.
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WAUKESHA - Waukesha Coun-
{y is a blend of races without seg-
regation, according to David Cap-
pon, executive director of the
Waukesha Housing Authority.

“Waukesha is such a wide com-
imunity,” Cappon said. “It's hard
io say that there's any pocket of
miinority concentration.”

A survey released by the Public
Policy Forum claims personal
choice is the main reason for segre-
gation in southeastern Wisconsin.
The survey sampled 8)0 house-
holds in Milwaukee, Waukesha,
Washington and Ozaukee counties
to determine why people live where
they do.

According to the 2000 census,
Waukesha County’s population is
94.2 percent white, 2.6 percent
Hispanic or Latino, 1.5 percent
Abian and less than 1 percent
plack.

While participants in the study
pelieved people chose to live by
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others of the same race, Anselmo
Villarreal, executive director of
La Casa de Esperanza, said he
believes wealth is the determin-
ing factor for where the Hispanic
and Latino population live.

“I don’t believe it’s a segrega-
tion because it’s more comfort-
able to live with (your) own cul-
ture,” Villarreal said. “T will say
that high concentrations are logi-
cal because of the economic situ-
ation.”

Carmen De LaPaz is originally
from Puerto Rico and has lived in
Waukesha for 36 vears.

“T consider it (Waukesha) my
hometown now,” De LaPaz said.
“] ecan function in both lan-
guages, and I, myself, am very
open but not everyone has those
skills.”

De LaPaz is a special projects
coordinator at La Casa de Esper-
anza and agrees with Villarreal.

“The major factor is the eco-
nomic factor,” she said. “Not
everyone has the financial situa-
tion where they can buy a nice

house in a nice neighborhood. Or
they have to rent an apartment
and it's not the ideal apartiment
situation.”

De LaPaz explained that the
Hispanic culture is family orient-
ed, and often when one family
member finds good opportunities
in a location, other family mem-
bers fotlow.

“Waukesha has been very, very
good to us,” De Lalaz said.

While the Hispanic community
is part of Waukesha, Cappon has
noticed that blacks seem to shy
away from the area.

“We have a high percentage of
people from Milwaukee County
that apply for housing assistance
but only 10 percent actually move
to Waukesha,” Cappon said. “We
see some African Americans
come out here and get our vouch-
er and then they take it back to
Milwaukee.”

Cappon believes a reason could
be because blacks are not com-
fortable moving to an area where
they would be a minurity.
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Raclial pepulation

off Wavrkesha Counnty

White 330005 BA2%

Hispanic or Lating 9,503 2.6%

Asian 5,340 1.5%

Btack 2,570 > 1%

Mative Hawaiinn or 71 - 4%

uther Pacific

Islander

Other racs 186 > 1%
Seurce: 2000 U.S. Cansus Bureau

“If more people felt comfort-
able, more people would try to
move here and find jobs,” he said,

Those who do make the transi-
tion appear to be happy, Cappon
said. )

“What 1 do know is when
African Armericans move here,
they either have a job already or
get one almost immediately,” he
said. “The majority stay in the
community and like (it) a lot.
Very few decide to return hack to
Milwaukee.”

(Kelly Gilbert can be reached at
kgilbertimeonleynet.com)
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